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Aspidistra albiflora C. R. Lin, W. B. Xu & Yan Liu (Asparagaceae) is described and illustrated as a new species from
limestone areas in Guangxi, China. The new species is similar to A. cerina G. Z. Li & S. C. Tang, but differs in having
the perianth white by the sides, white pistils, bracts longer than the perianth, anthers only 2 mm long, pistil obconical and
stigma slightly enlarged, 4�5 mm in diameter. The new species is currently only known from the type locality in
southwestern Guangxi, near the border to northern Vietnam.

The genus Aspidistra Ker-Gawler (Asparagaceae: Nolinoi-
deae in APG III, Angiosperm Phylogeny Group 2009;
former Ruscaceae s.l., Rudall et al. 2000) has its main centre
of diversity in China and Vietnam. Recently, many new
species have been discovered and described, increasing the
total number of species to about 100 (Lang et al. 1999,
Liang and Tamura 2000, Li 2004, Tillich 2005, 2008,
Tillich et al. 2007, Hou et al. 2009, Lin et al. 2009, 2010,
Xu et al. 2010).

The species described here was first discovered in a
limestone valley during the course of a floristic investigation
in 2007, in Jingxi County, southwestern Guangxi, near the
border to northern Vietnam. The plants were transplanted
to the Guilin Botanical Garden for further observations and
were monitored frequently in the following two years, when
they flowered consistently. In April 2010, we returned to
Jingxi County to collect the flowering plant. After consult-
ing herbarium specimens and relevant literature on Aspidis-
tra, we concluded that it was a new species that we had
found.

Aspidistra albiflora C. R. Lin, W. B. Xu & Yan Liu sp.
nov. (Fig. 1, 2A�D)

Haec species perianthio in utroque latere cum pistillo albo,
bracteis perianthio longioribus, staminibus brevioribus, 2 mm
longis, pistillo obconico, stigmate leviter dilatato insignis.
Affinis A. cerinae G. Z. Li & S. C. Tang, sed quae differt
perianthio in utroque latere cum pistillo cerno, bracteis
perianthio brevioribus, staminibus longioribus, 6 mm longis,
pistillo clavato, stigmate non dilatato.

Type: China. Guangxi Zhuangzu Autonomous Region,
Jingxi County, Hurun Township, limestone mountains,

alt. 390 m a.s.l., 25 Apr 2010, Yan Liu L1631 (holotype:
IBK, isotype: IBK).

Perennial herb, evergreen, rhizomatous. Rhizome creeping,
subterete, 5�8 mm thick, covered with scales, internodes
congested. Roots elongate. Vaginal leaves 3�4, pale green,
1�4 cm long, enclosing the base of the petiole, fibrous when
withered. Leaves solitary, 5�10 mm apart; petiole stiff
upright, 3.5�7.0 cm long, 2�3 mm thick, adaxially sulcate;
leaf blade usually elliptic to ovate-elliptic, 9�14 cm long,
3�5 cm wide, base broadly cuneate, apex acuminate, margin
entire. Peduncle decumbent, 5�20 mm long, with
3�4 bracts, bracts gradually widened from below, the two
bracts at the base of the perianth broadly ovate, 1.6�2.0 cm
long, 1.0�1.5 cm wide, white with pale green tips, apex
acuminate, conspcuously longer than the perianth. Flowers
numerous, densely arranged; perianth campanulate, white,
13�16 mm long, 6-lobed apically; lobes broadly ovate,
subequal, 8�10 mm long, 5�6 mm wide, glabrous, surface
with 3�5 shallow longitudinal grooves, apex rounded and
usually slightly incurved; tube ca 6 mm long, 7�10 mm in
diameter. Stamens 6, subsessile, inserted in the middle of
the perianth tube; anthers pale yellow, ovate, ca 2 mm long
and 1 mm wide. Pistil obconical, ca 7 mm long, white,
glabrous; ovary inconspicuous; style short, cylindrical, ca
2 mm in diameter, stigma 4�5 mm in diameter, the central
part nearly flat and with 3�4 radial, inconspicuous bifurcate
shallow grooves, with slightly irregularly undulate margin.
Flowering occurs in Apr�May.

Distribution and ecology
Aspidistra albiflora is currently known only from the type
locality in Jingxi County, southwestern Guangxi, China,
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Figure 1. Aspidistra albiflora C. R. Lin, W. B. Xu & Yan Liu sp. nov. (A) flowering plant, (B) flower lateral view, (C) flower apical view,
(D) flower with half of perianth removed showing stamens and pistil, (E) stigma apical view, (F) perianth opened to show stamens, (G)
anther.
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Figure 2. Aspidistra albiflora C. R. Lin, W. B. Xu & Yan Liu sp. nov. (A) habit, (B) flower with bracts, (C) perianth dissected open to
show stamens and pistil, (D) flower face view. Aspidistra cerina: (E) flower.
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near the border with northern Vietnam. It grows on shaded
rocky limestone slopes in broad-leaved forests.

Similar species
Aspidistra albiflora is similar to A. cerina G. Z. Li & S. C.
Tang (Li and Tang 2002, Fig. 2E) in flower shape, but
differs by having perianth with white sides, white pistils,
bracts conspicuously longer than the perianth, anthers
shorter, 2 mm long, pistil obconical and stigma slightly
enlarged, 4�5 mm in diameter. The morphology of the two
species is compared in Table 1.

The white flower colour is rather rare in Aspidistra,
currently only known from Aspidistra albiflora, A. doli-
chanthera X. X. Chen (Chen and Fang 1982) and A.
campanulata Tillich (Tillich et al. 2007). However, A.
dolichanthera differs with respect to its perianth tube:
6�8 mm long and wide, with lobes recurved, oblong,
ca 12 mm long and 7�8 mm wide at base, anthers
5�6 mm long, pistil ca 10 mm long, stigma ca 1.7 mm
diameter, and A. campanulata differs by perianth tube
10 mm long and wide, lobes recurved, narrow triangular,
10 mm long and 2.5�3.0 mm wide at base, anthers 2.5 mm
long, pistil ca 8 mm long, stigma 1.0�1.2 mm diameter.

Etymology
The specific epithet ‘albiflora’ is derived from the white
flowers of the new species.

Additional specimen examined (paratype)
China. Guangxi Zhuangzu Autonomous Region, Guilin
City, Yanshan Township, introduced by Yan Liu from the
type locality, cultivated, 26 Apr 2009, C. R. Lin 016 (IBK).
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Table 1. Morphological comparison between Aspidistra albiflora sp.
nov. and A. cerina.

A. albiflora A. cerina

Leaf blade 9�14 � 3�5 cm 13�20 � 6.0�8.5 cm
Bracts (color) white with pale

green tips
yellow�green

Bracts length 1.6�2.0 cm 1.2�1.6 cm
Perianth color white wax yellow
Perianth tube 6 mm 12 mm
Perianth lobes 8�10 mm long,

longer than tube
3.5 mm long,
shorter than tube

Anther (length) 2 mm 6 mm
Pistil obconical clavate
Stigma diameter 4�5 mm 2 mm
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